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Ireland, and Ms object In conducting the blockade
was not 10 keep them in, but to make sure of
defeating them If they came out. With regard to
Xaples and Sicily, he still held that ihe denial of
these territories to the French was an essential
pan of British strategy, and he was supported in
this view by the Cabinet, who even went so far as
to plan combined operations In Southern Italy
v.ith Russian co-operation. Meanwhile the French
showed no sign, although they massed troops on
the north coast of France and there was much talk
of an Invasion.
For some time past Bonaparte had been put-
ting pressure on Spain to open her ports to French
sMps3 and u she had for long worn her neutrality
to shreds/' Pitt, the new British Prime Minister.,
took ihe Initiative by ordering Spanish treasure-
ships to be seized and, in November, Spain de-
clared war. Again those long sweeps of Mediter-
ranean and Atlantic coast became hostile^ and
trie adherence of the Dutch to France strained
British naval forces to ihe utmost. But instead of
the Mediterranean fleet's being withdrawn, a
special squadron was created under Sir John
Orde? to watch Cadiz, while Nelson was In-
structed to keep his original station off Toulon.
This arrangement, although strategically sound,
irritated Nelson, since Cadiz had always been
part of the Mediterranean command,, and to take
It away tended to deprive Ms own fleet of then-
share of much prize-money.
Meanwhile a fresh squadron had to be found for
the blockade of Ferroi and Coruna, which with
those already stationed off Brest, Rochefort and
Toulon, completed the British grip on the naval